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September 2010 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 
SBCC Trustee Candidates Forum:   Santa Barbara City College, having nearly 16,000 
credit and another 2,500 continuing education, full-time-equivalent students, is a major 
institution in our city. (For comparison UCSB has 22,000 students.) SBCC is governed 
by a 7-member board of trustees elected by the community. This year four trustees up 
for re-election and four challengers are running to unseat them.  
 
On Thursday, October 21, SNA is hosting a forum for the candidates. Come and meet 
the incumbents and challengers. Hear what they have to say about SBCC, its priorities, 
their concerns, and why they are, or want to be, trustees. The SNA board is preparing a 
list of questions for the candidates. Please email questions you would like the board to 
include to info@samarkandneighborhoodassociation.org or link to the SNA web site at 
http://www.samarkandneighborhoodassociation.org/ and click on Contact Us.  
 
Speaker.  At our July meeting 
Alison Jordan spoke on “Save 
Water Now - It’s the Right 
Thing to Do.” 
 
Santa Barbara water comes 
from several sources:  the 
State Water Project, Lake 
Cachuma, Gibralter 
Reservoir, and a little from 
wells. The desalination plant 
constructed during the last 
drought is currently 
mothballed and is intended for 
use during protracted 
droughts. 
 
2007 was the driest year in a 
century. In 2008 almost all of 
the rain came in the month of January. Rainfall is cyclic. In the average single-family 
household, roughly half of the water is used outside the house. Santa Barbara offers a 
number of aids to conserving water. The Water Wise web site 
(http://www.sb.watersavingplants.com/sb.php) helps with conserving water in the 
garden.  

 
Alison Jordan speaking on water conservation. 



 2 

 
Santa Barbara City offers a variety of rebate programs: on toilets (look for the 
“watersense” label) and clothes washers (look for an Energy Star rating less than or 
equal to 5, rebates of $150 from the city plus another $100 from the state). The city 
offers free rain sensors for adding to older automatic watering systems and rebates on 
smart water controllers. (Check the city’s web site for current rebate information.) New 
pop-up sprinkler heads slow delivery, allowing water to soak in and new in-line drip 
systems (with holes or slits in the piping) can be buried.  
 
There are various types of water conservation information available from the city’s web 
site at SantaBarbaraCA.gov/water. There is a page that indicates how to adjust 
sprinkler controls (a percentage of the full, dry season amount) that depends upon the 
weather and length of day. The county has a related web site at sbwater.org. 
Conservation projects (e.g, rebates) are funded according to how much cost is avoided 
from having to purchase additional water. 
 
Neighborhood Public Way 
Repairs.  This spring Jim 
Smith, SNA Treasurer and 
SRC resident, has been 
talking with the City Streets 
Department to get some 
needed work done in our 
neighborhood. Repairs 
identified include numerous 
instances of sidewalk 
unevenness, faded red curb 
markings, and an 
intersection missing a stop 
sign (on Tallant Roading 
heading west at Clinton 
Terrace). Sidewalk repairs 
have already been 
accomplished from Stanley 
Drive to the south. Repairs 
to the north will be next, 
perhaps next year. 
 
Peter Basch contacted the City about completing the slurry sealing of neighborhood 
roads. Unfortunately, it appears that the City is in no hurry to do this. However, Peter 
was able to get the sidewalk strip cleaned up on Samarkand Drive just adjacent to 
Trader Joe’s and the Surgical Center. 
 
Thanks to Jim and Peter. 
 
Invite Your Neighbors.  Our meetings are open to anyone concerned about our 
neighborhood and community. Please feel free to invite your neighbors who are not 
SNA members to hear our speakers and come to our forums. 

 
Sidewalk repair on Stanley Drive. 
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Samarkand Neighborhood Association 
Membership Form 

 
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address   _______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone # ________________________      Phone #   ___________________________ 
 
Email (helps keep communication costs low)  ___________________________________ 
 
Please enclose $5.00 annual dues for each member, if your label shows a date less than 09. 
Please make checks payable to SNA and mail to SNA, P.O. Box 3612, Santa Barbara, CA  
93130-3612. 
 
Member directory info: 
 
��� �   Include all   ��� �   Exclude address  ��� �   Exclude phone number 
 
��� �   Exclude email  ��� �   Do not list 
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Samarkand Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 3612 
Santa Barbara, CA  93130-3612 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   TO: 
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Forum Hosted by the Samarkand Neighborhood Association 
Presented in the Mountain Room 

at the Samarkand Retirement Community 
 
 
 

Santa Barbara Community College District Candidates Forum 
Thursday, October 21 at 6:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
Our meetings are open to anyone concerned about our neighborhood and community. 
Please feel free to invite your neighbors who are not SNA members to this forum. 

 


