SAMARKAND NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

BOARD AND ASSOCIATION MEETING

September 20, 2007,  5:30 p.m.

Location: Mountain Room, Samarkand Retirement Community

Minutes
1. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME: Meeting called to order at 5:32 by President Peter Basch, who introduced Kathleen Barnato.
2. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS: Peter Basch, Wayne Beckman, John DeVore, Joyce Duncan Falk , Kelly Griffin, Darwin Holter, Terry Johnson, Fred Marsic, Jack Meyer, Jim Smith, and Ruth Young. 

3. “Neighborhood Safety Net” PRESENTATION: Kathleen Barnato, local real estate broker and neigborhood resident.  Chuck Smith is here to present about the “Safety Net” program, a disaster preparedness program, sponsored by Mrs. Barnato.
Chuck has worked with the organization for three and a half years. Chuck outlined his own personal experiences with a variety of evacuation situations, La Conchita and others. Often, neighborhood watch programs merely consist of the sign in the neighborhood. Yolanda McGlinchy, is our local Emergency Services Manager. Here in the city, there are only a limited number of firefighters on-duty and available for a city of 90,000 people. In an emergency, pubic personnel would be pressed to fulfill all needs.  Therefore, neighbors need to be connected, and a neighborhood needs to have a plan.

There are two achievement goals for a neighborhood safety net:  1) The creation of a list of resources in the neighborhood: ham radio operators, neighbors with medical experience, etc., 2)  A system for communication in the event of an emergency.

Working through neighborhood get-togethers, the program can make a stronger community of cooperating families.  This is a free program, and notices for get-togethers will be coming out.  The first meeting will be next Saturday, at 4:00. If someone is really interested they can contact Peter Basch for more information.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES*: Minutes approved unanimously (M/S/C: Duncan-Falk/Johnson)

5. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Jim Smith reported a balance of $1076.01.
6. COMMITTEE UPDATES:
A. ZONING: Joyce Duncan-Falk reported no new business.
B. ALLIED NEIGHBORHOODS: Judy Orias, former chair of the planning commission, has lived in Hidden Valley for a number of years.  Judy reported that there is limited available land for growth in our city.  Air and water resources are limited and limiting to growth. Conditions in the City are dynamic; businesses want to grow, and not everything can be controlled ideally.  We are becoming a commuter community, and that puts more pressure on housing growth. The problem is that single family homes are not being proposed.  Instead, high density projects are proposed, with little open space.

Ms. Orias is very concerned about balanced growth, with adequate open space and parking.  She feels the City is doing a poor job of supporting balanced growth, clean water, and good air quality.

There is going to be a ballot initiative in January as a result of the Chapala development, which allowed variances in building heights.  The City refused to put this on the ballot, and that is the purpose of the initative.

Ms. Orias suggests that the City is not providing proper oversight to these issues. For example, as a deterrent to an excess of zoning variances, the City has been changing zoning laws to ease restrictions.  This is an improper strategy.

The new general plan will affect this neighborhood. We need to be aware of this and contribute to the development of a responsible plan.

John DeVore presented about the General Plan Update.  The General Plan originated in 1974 with a broad contributing group.  The latest update has not been comprehensive. John suggested that the City’s survey of the GP update was biased.  Allied had its conducted its own survey, and John suggested that it was designed to be less biased and leading.

The findings of the Allied survey included a disproportionally high concern for the effects of uncontrolled growth, and the effects of such growth: traffic, crowding, density, building heights, etc.  The key findings all related to controlling overdevelopment, and tasking the City to conduct an independent study that would either support or refute Allied’s own findings.

There are a lot of very large projects in the “pipeline” for our City already. Allied feels that we need to become involved in the process, communicating with City leadership, and participating in the ballot initiative process in January.

It was noted that on October 4 we are going to have a candidates forum. It would be a good opportunity to challenge them with questions about their stance on growth and development.
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. CANDIDATES FORUM UPDATE: October 4, 5:30 p.m., at the Samarkand Mountain Room. All candidates have committed to be here.  We plan to have three main questions for all candidates, and then at the conclusion of the forum, audience submitted questions will be submitted to the candidates. Candidates will be available for personal questions of the candidates in an informal manner.
8. NEW BUSINESS: No new business.
9. OTHER BUSINESS:  None.

10. COMMUNICATION
A. Confirmation of meetings: 
i. October 4: Candidates Forum, Samarkand Mountain Room at 5:30 p.m.
ii. October regular meeting: TBA

11. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 6:18 p.m.
* Minutes and other organization information may be found at:

http://samarkandneighborhoodassociation.org

