SAMARKAND NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

BOARD AND ASSOCIATION MEETING

December 14, 2006, 5:30 p.m.

Location: Mountain Room, Samarkand Retirement Community

MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME:  Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. In Peter Basch’s absence, Anna DeVore presided.
2. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS: Wayne Beckman, Anna DeVore, Darwin Holter, Joyce Duncan Falk, Jack Meyer, Fred Marsic, Jim Smith, and Charlie Stapleton. (Absent: Peter Basch, Judy Freeman, and Terry Johnson.)

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes approved unanimously. (M/S/C Smith/Stapleton)

4. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Since our last meeting, our balance has changed from $1195.55 to $1270.55.
5. COMMITTEE UPDATES:
A. ZONING: Zoning committee reorganized itself. Judy Freeman will coordinate, Joyce Falk will keep records, and former board member John Calder will be the liason to the City. The committee has drafted procedures for handling zoning complaints, and this was shared with the board. The committee suggests that SNA be available to informally counsel members on zoning complaints. They are current researching regulations on parkways, overhanging foliage, and sidewalks obstructions.

Draft Zoning Procedures Discussion: Wayne inquired about anonymous references for a zoning issue.  Joyce affirmed that we need to know who is referring, but the referral to the City can keep the identity of the complainant confidential.  Wayne suggested that this was not completely clear in the draft.  It was clarified that lthough we want to know about steps taken before the referral, we do not require a complainant to take any steps prior to the referral. Anna and Wayne suggested that item 4.3 in the guidelines be changed to recommend the complainant to file an individual, but clearly identify that there is no obligation for the complanaint to go to the City. It was felt that this was important because City does not keep the names confidential, and retaliatory situations can arise for complanaints.

B. ALLIED NEIGHBORHOODS: Anna reported that there are two new Allied committees: a General Plan Update Committee, and an Upper State Project Committee.  The St. Francis development project has also been a concern for Allied.  Allied Neighborhoods is also working to revise its by-laws to make the group.  Anna entertained a motion to pay Allied dues ($50) for the next year. (M/S/C Stapleton/Holter.)

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
A. UPPER STATE STREET STUDY:  John DeVore reported on the study, which is designed to coordinate oversight of the large number of development projects slated for the Upper State area. Since the General Plan has not been updated, the Upper State Street Study is designed to fill the gap created by General Plan revision. The City is currently studying traffic patterns and aesthetic issues related to developments.  For example, “mountain views” have been discussed as a significant issue (hence “tall” buildings would go on the south side of the street).  The draft plan is due in early 2007.  Public comment is encouraged through January.

Critical comments centered on the lack of supportive traffic patterns for such a busy street given the size of the proposed developments.  Lower State has alternative streets to handle traffic on either side of State St. Proposals of underground parking, the intensity of the traffic, and the lack of an adequate atmosphere were also troubling aspects of Upper State planning. There is no provision for open space or park land.

Individuals can inform themselves through resources on the Web, and there will be upcoming public meetings that members could attend. Allied Neighborhoods will monitor activity.

Anna noted that we shall keep membership informed through email. Anna also had some concerns about large remodel projects in our local area, wondering if we were being kept accurately informed about such projects.  It may be an issue to visit in a future meeting.

7. NEW BUSINESS:
A. BOARD MEETING TIME CHANGE: A discussion of the meeting time ensued. It was suggested that we poll membership, but the consensus was to table the issue until a strong request for change arose.

B. MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE:. Darwin suggested that we find tactful language to suggest renewals.  Anna suggested an envelope in the newsletter to encourage renewal. Darwin and Peter will work on the renewal issue.

8. OTHER BUSINESS: 
A. GRAFFITI: Wayne noted that graffiti has been a problem again. Anna suggested that we  inform members again about hotline phone numbers and contacts.

B. TRADER JOE’S PARKING: Darwin shared concerns about employee parking. It was suggested that we encourage members to contact the Trader Joe’s manager when issues arise.

9. COMMUNICATION
Confirmation of meetings: 
i. January meeting: Thursday, January 18, 5:30 p.m.

ii. Guest/ and location: TBA

10. ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

* Minutes and other organization information may be found at:

http://samarkandneighborhoodassociation.org

