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                                                                                                                           Santa Barbara, California  

 
P.O. Box 3612, Santa Barbara, CA 93130-3612                                     SamarkandNeighborhoodAssociation.org 
 
April 2009 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 
Spring is a busy time for the Association. We need to prepare for elections and renew 
memberships while continuing to bring in speakers and discuss issues affecting our 
neighborhood.  
 
Speakers.  Carolyn Krieger, President of 
California Water Impact Network spoke at 
the Association’s February meeting on 
“Water and Water Policy in California.”  
 
April Speaker.  Christine McLeod of 
Southern California Edison will speak at the 
Association’s April meeting on “Ways to be 
Efficient With Energy and Ways to 
Conserve It.” Ms. McLeod is a member of 
the elite group of employees of the 
Southern California Edison Speakers' 
Bureau who have addressed hundreds of 
thousands of people throughout the region 
on a broad range of electric industry issues. 
Ms. McLeod is a Project Manager in the Regulatory Policy and Affairs division of Southern 
California Edison. Ms McLeod will discuss the reasons for conserving energy and share 
samples and informative materials with the audience. Find out how a plasma TV is like an 
SUV. Receive a number of energy saving tips. Learn about rebates and incentives from 
Edison for energy-star labeled appliances. 
 
May Speaker.  Owen Dell, a local landscape architect and costar of the local television 
program “Garden Wise Guys”, will speak at the Association’s May meeting on “Transforming 
the Suburbs: the Neighborhood Foodshed Project”. Mr. Dell is an internationally-recognized 
landscape architect, contractor, author and educator. He is the owner of County Landscape & 
Design in Santa Barbara, specializing in sustainable landscape design and construction. Owen 
teaches sustainable landscaping to professional and lay audiences. He is the author of "How 
to Start a Home-Based Landscaping Business" and “Sustainable  Landscaping for Dummies” 
and is a regular contributor to many professional publications. He has also pioneered many 
developments in sustainable landscaping, firescaping and related fields 
 
Cottage Hospital Access Project.  In connection with their current seismic-related renovation 
project, Cottage Hospital funded a study of ways of improving access, particularly from the 101 

 
Carolyn Krieger shown with her California map. 
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highway. The City Traffic Department hosted a couple of public outreach meetings on this 
topic which culminated in a combined meeting of the Planning Commission and the Traffic and 
Circulation Committee on March 12. The meeting was remarkable in that there was a general 
consensus on replacing the current North-bound offramp at Las Positas with a hook off-ramp 
across from the Showgrounds, similar to the Hope exit. This change would enable Calle Real 
to be returned to two-way traffic between Treasure Drive and Las Positas Road, thereby 
improving access to the hospital for Southbound 101 traffic. The City’s new traffic model was 
used to project the impact of these changes and showed that cut-through traffic in our 
neighborhood would be significantly reduced. Two potential hurdles that the project must 
overcome, in addition to finding funding, involve the close proximity of the proposed new 
offramp to the Hope Avenue offramp and the necessity for Earl Warren Showgrounds to cede 
some property to accommodate the new hook offramp. 
 
Elections.  SNA members are invited to submit nominations (which may include self-
nominations) for board of directors positions open for election this spring. We are a working 
board and welcome your involvement.  
 
The Association’s membership and board year runs from July 1 to June 30. Board members 
serve staggered two-year terms, and there are five 2-year open positions plus a 1-year term to 
fill out a vacancy. The 5 top vote getters will be elected to the 2-year positions and the 6th top 
vote getter to the 1-year term. 
 
Timeline for nominations, the Spring 2009 election, and board transition: 
 
Deadline for receipt of nominations: Wednesday, April 29 
Ballots mailed:    Monday, May 11 
Deadline for receipt of ballots:  Saturday, May 31 
Old board/new board meeting:  Thursday, June 18 
 
Candidates must be members of the Association and may submit a statement of up to 300 
words summarizing their qualifications and interests to accompany the ballot. We reserve the 
right to edit statements to 300 words, if necessary. 
 
Please submit your name, phone and/or email contact information, and statement of interest in 
a board position in either of the following of ways: 
 

·  Mail to:  SNA, P.O. Box 3612, Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
·  Email to:  staff@samarkandneighborhoodassociation.org  with “SNA Board nomination” 

in the subject line 
  
Meetings.  The Association is thankful to the Samarkand Retirement Community for the use of 
a meeting room. Our meetings continue on the third Thursday of the month in the Mountain 
Room. 
 
Invite Your Neighbors.  Our meetings are open to anyone concerned about our neighborhood 
and community. Please feel free to invite your neighbors who are not SNA members to hear 
our speakers. 
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Samarkand Neighborhood Association 
Membership Form 

 
Name(s) __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address   __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone # __________________________      Phone #   _____________________________ 
 
Email (helps keep communication costs low) _____________________________________ 
 
Please enclose $5.00 annual dues for each member, if your label shows a date less than 09. Please 
make checks payable to SNA and mail to SNA, P.O. Box 3612, Santa Barbara, CA  93130-3612. 
 
Member directory info: 
 
��� �   Include all   ��� �   Exclude address  ��� �   Exclude phone number 
 
��� �   Exclude email  ��� �   Do not list 
 



 4 

 

 
Speakers Hosted by the Samarkand Neighborhood Association 

Presented in the Mountain Room  
at the Samarkand Retirement Community 

 
 

Ways to be Efficient With Energy and Ways to Conserve It 
Christine McLeod, Southern California Edison’s Speakers Bureau 

Thursday, April 16 at 6:00 pm 
 
 

Transforming the Suburbs:  The Neighborhood Foodshed Project 
(Neighborhood Garden Exchange Program) 

Owen Dell, Landscape Architect and Costar of “Garden Wise Guys” 
Thursday, May 21 at 6:00 pm 
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Samarkand Neighborhood Association 
P.O. Box 3612 
Santa Barbara, CA  93130-3612 
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