SAMARKAND NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

BOARD MEETING


April 20, 2006, 5:30 p.m. 

Mountain Room, Samarkand Retirement Community

MINUTES

1.
CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME:  Meeting called to order and guests welcomed by President Anna DeVore.

2.
ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS:  Peter Basch, Wayne Beckman, John Calder, Anna DeVore, Joyce Duncan Falk, Terry, Johnson, Gwen and Dave Morse, Jim Smith, Charlie Stapleton (absent: Judy Freeman, Jack Meyer) 3.
GUESTS AND ISSUES:  


MERCADO DEL NORTE, OLD SPANISH DAYS


Anthony Borgatello (Mercado del Norte Committee) and Kathy McKee (Vice-president for Public Relations), Old Spanish Days, and Susan Jang-Burdick, City Parks Department. 

Anthony Borgatello reported that the Mercado del Norte Committee had met and reviewed the financial impact of eliminating the carnival.  He distributed an outline of the committee’s proposal for ameliorating the problems with having a carnival at the Mercado and two income-expense statements, one for the Mercado with the carnival and one for the Mercado without the carnival.  That committee concluded that Old Spanish Days could not have the Mercado without the carnival.  He noted, too, that without the carnival there would be serious impact on the non-profit organizations who have booths at the Mercado. 

Items that the Mercado committee agreed to work on are: 

· Relocation or elimination of rides that make repetitive noise; turn music down at 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday nights.

· Relocate the generator and investigate power supply with Southern California Edison.  (Das Williams later offered to help with Southern California Edison and the generator matter.)

· Re-engineer the stage sound to reduce level and direction away from hillside. A meeting with a sound consultant has been set.

· Additional daily decibel meter readings on the hillside.

· Permission received to use the infields; agreed to restore damage at Old Spanish Days’ expense. (There was no damage last year.)

· There have been no citations for fire or public safety hazards.

· Lighting will be turned away from the hillside.

Discussion:

Basch asked if the Mercado committee had looked into relocating the carnival, to which Borgatello replied, yes, in years past.  The Earl Warren Showgrounds is not a possibility; the beach area is used for parking.  Basch expressed his opinion that there are still issues with public safety, especially with the density of people and the lack of easy egress.  Borgatello responded that the fire and police had been involved in the planning from the beginning and they had seen no problems.  Old Spanish Days relies on the fire and police professionals to evaluate and monitor safety provisions. 

Kathy McKee, of Old Spanish Days, pointed out that the committee could work with the stage manager to plan for a calming announcement to be made over the PA system in case of an incident that threatened to become a crowd safety issue.

An audience member asked if the inclusion of the carnival is a “done deal.”  Borgatello said yes, it is a “done deal.”  He added that the Mercado committee intends to address the issues as already stated and asked residents to give them a chance to see if the planned improvements will work.

4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes were approved as printed.

5.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Jim Smith distributed a ledger of the bank account.  There was brief discussion of the expenses for printing the newsletter. 

6.
COMMITTEE UPDATES:

ALLIED NEIGHBORHOOD:  No report

NEWSLETTER:  John Calder reported that the newsletter had been published on time and at a less expensive printer than earlier planned.  A second printing was necessary due to an error in the copy.  The next target date is to publish in June, so articles are needed by the next Board meeting.  Anna DeVore asked if we could afford to print enough copies to distribute to the entire neighborhood.  The consensus was that we would print around 900 copies and distribute to the neighborhood.

ZONING COMMITTEE:  Peter Basch reported that the committee would meet soon to work on two issues that are pending:  Samarkand Drive residential zoning violations and foliage obstructing sidewalks.

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Anna DeVore reminded us that nominations for the Board are due.

Earl Warren Showgrounds Noise:

Anna DeVore was asked if the persons who sent the notice of the problem had taken any steps to address it yet.  She responded that it is our procedure for individuals to try to address the issue first and then if there is no response or action from the responsible authorities, the Board can take it up.  Other persons with concerns about the EWS noise were invited to email Anna.

8.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Gwen Morse asked that we reconsider the week of the month for the Thursday evening Board meeting as the third Thursday conflicts with a monthly event at the SB Museum of Art.

Allied Neighborhood Association dues:  Postponed pending Anna’s discussion with Charlie Stapleton.

Oak Park Mobility Plan and traffic mitigation proposals:  Wayne Beckman reported that there were questions about the defeat of the Plan because 300 or so ballots had been gathered by one individual, which appeared to be akin to ballot-box stuffing.  There was a difference of opinion among members present about the integrity of the balloting as well as whether the result should be accepted and the issue dropped.

Das Williams explained that the Chapala re-striping element was approved by City Council after Chapala Street residents presented a petition to the Council supporting it.  Jim Smith suggested that people with strong interest in a particular measure could concentrate on trying to get the measure approved, as had been done by the Chapala residents regarding the re-striping.

COMMUNICATION:

Jim Stapleton suggested that the administrator of the Samarkand Community, Ken Noreen be invited to give an update on the Samarkand plans at the June meeting.

The May 18 meeting will have County Supervisor candidates as guests.  The business meeting will begin at 5:30 pm; the candidate Q & A will be from 6:15 to 7:15.

ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm.
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